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2023 Annual Awards Banquet &                

Annual Membership Meeting 

The Annual Membership 

meeting and Awards Ban-

quet was held October 

11th at The Neeley Center, 

Terra State Community 

College in Fremont.  

The Member Service and 

Awards Committee did an 

amazing job this year put-

ting together a wonderful 

event. They even made the 

beautiful centerpieces for 

each table that were given 

out as door prizes at the 

end of the night.  

The evening was filled with 

joy and tears for our Spe-

cial Award winners.  

This years Special Awards: 

Years of Service Presented 

by  2023 Board President 

David Amarante: 5 Years 

(2018) -Lisa Yako, Brenda 

Shone, Daniel Soisson, 

Carolynn Steindl, Cody 

Webb, Matthew Zytkowicz, 

Jacob Mahnke, Jeremy 

Milner, Thomas Mayhew, 

Amanda Paez, Kate Suvar, 

Cassie Ackerman, Barb 

Wildermuth, Kari Steele, 

Andrew Ramsey, Nicole 

Sweet  

10 Years (2013) - Heather 

Hood, Sean Pugh, SheAnna 

Garner, Tim Kaser, Steve 

Pitzer, Chre Pitzer, Sarah 

Elchert-Porter, Tonia Har-

ris, Randy Schroeder, Dan-

iel Ward, Katey Eirons, Kim 

Vaccaro,  

15 Years (2008) - Yvonne 

Inside this Issue: Maldonado, Jennifer Hupp, 

Brandon Morrow, 

 20 Years (2003) - David 

Meyer, Marti Redmond, 

Shelley Suvar, Jill Schroeder, 

Shannon Conine, Peggy 

Hopp, Tina Hormell, David 

Meyer, Mike Bailey, Jennifer 

Craig, Ann Dowell, Debra 

Miller,  

25 Years (1998) - Michael 

Taylor, Donna Miller, Judith 

Kerr, Nancy Greene, Nancy 

Dunlap, Steve Lehmann, 

Carol Morgan, Marlene 

Younger  

30 years (1993) - David 

Bier, Bobbie Miller, Candy 

Goff, Linda Cyrek, Annette 

Gerken, Noel Fusco, Rob 

Routh, Sherry Stroup, Donna 

Schoonmaker  

35 Years (1988) - Suzanne 

Miller, Karl Riedel III, Pamela 

Synoracki,  

45 Years (1978) – Jay Ewell, 

Cindy Gabel, Bill Hill, Norma 

Schaechterle, Andy Suvar, 

Sara Wingart  

50 Years (1973) – John 

Fenn, Gary Strayer  

55 Years (1968) -Dennis 

Grahl  

65 Years (1958) - Ken Cas-

sell 

Frank Corder Presented the 

RPAC Awards. Carrie Jo Wahl 

presented the President’s 

Sales Club Awards. 

This years Affiliate of the 

Year is Erie Inspection pre-

sented by Mary Boldman. 

Roseann Hickman present-

ed the Special Services 

Award to Carol Morgan for 

her work in the Port Clinton 

Community.  

The 2023 President’s 

Award was given to 

Roseann Hickman for her 

resilience when faced with 

adversity. Roseann is a true 

inspiration to many of us.  

CEO Award was presented 

by David Freitag to Emily 

Schwerer, MLS Coordinator 

for her ever willingness to 

go above and beyond. 

Rookie of The Year was 

presented by Jeff Morgan 

to Shelly Schultz for an 

amazing first year of the 

business.  

REALTOR of The Year is 

David Amarante, he re-

ceived his award during  

Ohio REALTORS Convention 

& Expo this fall. Marcia 

Shockley presented his 

award at the Meeting.  

Hall of Fame Award was 

posthumously awarded to 

Pat Spettel. Dale and Ellen 

Coffman presented this 

award to Pat’s family. Pat 

was very involved in his 

community and Real Es-

tate.  
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2023 Annual Awards Banquet &                

Annual Membership Meeting Continued: 

The Annual Membership 

Meet was held and the elec-

tions for 2024 Open Board of 

Director seat was completed.  

The newly elected Board of 

Directors will begin their 3 

year term in January 2024, 

they are: Phillip Bolte, Centu-

ry 21 Bolte Real Estate and 

Anna Sparks, Russell Real 

Estate.  

Your 2024 Board President 

will be Jaime Polter, Polter 

Real Estate and she has 

planned an amazing Christ-

mas Party for everyone! 

The Member Services and 

Awards Committee would like 

to thank everyone who was 

able to make it to the event.  

Thank your Committee mem-

bers for a job well done! 

Mary Boldman - 2023 Chair-

person, Marcia Shockley—Co-

Chairperson, Linda Arm-

strong, JoAnn Cummings, 

Barb Flaczynski, Mary Giles, 

Janet Herzog, Roseann Hick-

man, Lisa Horman, Carrie Jo 

Wahl.  
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December 
6 Christmas Party, Gideon Owen Wine Co., 6pm—9pm 

21  Board of Directors Meeting 

25-26 Christmas Holiday, Board Office Closed 

Jan. 1-2 Happy New Year! Board Office Closed 

Up Coming Events 

October 

26 CE—Foundation Basics, Board Office, 10am 

27 Board Dues Invoiced & Emailed out! Due 11/30/23 

 All Events are subject to change until further notice 

12/6/23 

Christmas Party 

Gideon Owen  

6-9pm 

November 
8 CE—Time Management, Board Office, 10am—Noon 

7 Election Day...Get out and Vote 

9 Board of Directors Meeting, Board Office, 10am 

12-17 NAR NXT Conference, Anaheim, CA 

16 Ottawa Co. Christmas Party, Gideon Owen Wine Co.  

22 Thanksgiving Holiday, Board Office Closes at Noon 

23-24 Thanksgiving Holiday, Board Office Closed 

29 New REALTOR Member Orientation, Board Office, 10am—4pm 

30 2024 Board Dues are Due 
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All Classes will be on the Connect Dashboard 

Calendar Module with registration information 

when it becomes available.  



          Welcome Newly Elected Directors for 2024 
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Anna Sparks 

Russell Real Estate 

Sandusky 

2024-2026 

Phillip Bolte 

Century 21 Bolte Real Estate 

2024-2026 

2024 Executive Committee 

David Amarante 

Russell Real Estate Services 

2024 Past President 

Frank Corder 

RE/MAX Quality Realty 

2024 Secretary/Treasurer 

Jaime Polter 

Polter Real Estate 

2024 President 

Roseann Hickman 

Weichert, Realtors—

Morgan Realty Group 

2024 Vice President 
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Continuing Education 

Join Erie Inspection Service for a 1 Hr. course 

Location: REALTOR Hall @ 2710 Campbell St. | Sandusky, OH  

Date: 10/26/23      Time: 10am—11am 

Refreshments Provided by: First Federal Savings of Lorain 
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Ohio REALTORS is looking for members interested in serving in the Ohio REAL-
TORS' Professional Standards Administration Program as a mediator, ombuds-
man, grievance panelist or professional standards hearing panelist in 2024.  If 
you have served at your Local Board/Association in one of these positions or 
are interested in serving for the first time, please indicate which areas you are 
interested in by clicking here to submit an application. 

  

All appointees are required by policy to participate in the Ohio REALTORS Pro-
fessional Standards Education Program that is scheduled for February 7, 2024 
for ombudsmen and mediators and February 8, 2024 for grievance and profes-
sional standards hearing panelists. 

  

The deadline to apply is November 15, 2023, and after the deadline Ohio 
REALTORS Leadership will review all applications and appointees will be noti-
fied in December of their appointment(s).  

  

If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Sample 
(sample@ohiorealtors.org) or Debbie Dillon (dillon@ohiorealtors.org). 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/iOqbCgJOJwivKHZ9xch?domain=1a8c2de8a51b4b4da08f842f76a327e9.svc.dynamics.com
mailto:sample@ohiorealtors.org
mailto:dillon@ohiorealtors.org
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Fair Housing Education Requirements NEW for 2025 

Continuing Fair 
Housing Training 

thereafter, each REAL-

TOR® member of the as-

sociation (with the excep-

tion of REALTOR® mem-

bers 

REALTORS® or the NA-

TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

REALTORS®, which meets 

the learning objectives and 

minimum criteria estab-

lished by the NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF REAL-

TORS® from time to 

REALTORS® from time 

to time. REALTOR® mem-

bers who have completed 

Fair Housing training as 

 

 

 

 

Applicants for REALTOR® 

membership and provi-

sional REALTOR® mem-

bers (where applicable) 

Associa-

tion of REALTORS® or the 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

REALTORS®, which meets 

the 

ASSOCIATION 

OF REALTORS® from time 

to time. This requirement 

does not apply to appli-

cants for 
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Ohio REALTORS Benefits for YOU ! 
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Free BOARD Member Benefit!  
If you are not using your FEE Board Member Benefit, you should be! Safety should be #1 for you and your 

clients! 

 

If you would like us to resend the invite to you, please contact the Board Office or Email Leslie@faor.com  

 

Coaching Corner: How are you Living ?          

Oct 20, 2023  

 

By Marilou Butcher 

Roth, Master Coach  

 

Take a minute and 

bring this visual to 

mind ~ an old time 

wagon wheel with the 

big cog right in the 

middle.  Now this 

particular wagon 

wheel does not have 

the metal band 

around the circumfer-

ence, so the spokes 

are exposed.  With 

me so far?  Great!  

Now imagine the cog 

in the middle repre-

sents you.  The ques-

tion I pose to you (as 

the cog), is how are 

you living your life?   

 

If you are liv-

ing/working, etc. proac-

tively, everything will 

come from you (the 

cog).  If you are living in 

a place of things hap-

pening “to you”, all of 

those very pointy 

spokes will be coming 

right at you!  Ouch!  

We have choices in 

each moment to decide 

if we are creating our 

lives, or letting those 

nasty spokes get us.  

Living in the place of 

“to me” will not get you 

where you want to be, 

as you are constantly in 

the state of being “at 

the effect of”, which is 

not a comfortable place 

to be.  

This may help……one 

action I have incorpo-

rated into my morning 

time is to ask myself 

how I can experience as 

much joy as possible 

today.  For me, this 

opens up a new space of 

unlimited possibilities.  

This absolutely does not 

mean that things don’t 

upset me, trust me, they 

do, and yet, realizing that 

I have some control is 

hugely helpful.  

Give it a try, and watch 

out for those spokes!!! 
 
This content is copyright 2023 Ohio 
REALTORS. Read more at: 
https://www.ohiorealtors.org/blog/1870/
coaching-corner-how-are-you-living/  

Marilou Butcher Roth is 

the owner of The MBR 

Group, a coaching and 

training company work-

ing primarily with REAL-

TORS who have a desire 

to work and live from a 

more inspired place. 

She is also the Broker/

Owner of Group REAL-

TORS in Cincinnati. 

Marilou is a member of 

the Ohio REALTORS 

Board of Directors and 

past chairman of the 

organization’s Commu-

nications Committee. 

Feel free to contact 

Marilou to see if coach-

ing is right for you. 



 

 

NAR Benefits for YOU ! 
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Affiliate Host Truck in for Lunch Trade Show 

September 19th the Affiliate Mem-

bers hosted the Truck in for Lunch 

Trade Show for our REALTOR mem-

bers. This is the 3rd year for the 

event. If you didn’t make it out this 

year you really missed out on some 

amazing desserts the Affiliates 

brought for desert! Rich Gessner 

brought his GessWho Taco Truck out 

for the best tacos and Mexiballs in 

town!   

Realtors who joined us were able to 

visit each Affiliate table and be en-

tered into a drawing for 3 gift bas-

kets that each valued almost $300! 

1st place was Katey Eirons, RE/MAX 

Quality Realty who chose the “Local” 

Basket...everything local in this bas-

ket! Shipwreck Vodka, Shipfaced 

Bloody Mary Mix, Everwild Bourbon, 

Muffleheads Brewery hat, $75 Gift 

Card for Rospert’s meat market and 

all in a Frogg Toggs Tote.  

2nd place was Stacy Barron, Howard 

Hanna—Port Clinton, she chose the 

“All about Coffee Basket” that came 

with a Keurig Coffeemaker, coffees 

and anything you can imagine for 

coffee.  

3rd place was Brandon Fitt, Wei-

chert, REALTORS– Morgan Realty 

Group took home the “Wine Basket”, 

really it was a crate full of different 

wine and wine gadgets.  

Once again we were graced with a 

beautiful day for this event!  

Hope to see you next year at this 

event!  

Prize Tables Chris Palmer 

Fidelity National Title 

Enjoying the day! Rich Gessner 

GessWho Taco 

ReStore Pro, Rusty Zeller 

checking in Mary Ann 

and Stacy 

Carrie Jo Wahl 

Ally Title Agency 

Our local 

Emergency 

Services were 

invited to have 

lunch with us! 
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Affiliate Advertising Space Available 

 

Full page ad $100 for 2 months!  

 
Advertise here. 

Includes logo and contact information,  
or if you have your own  

camera ready ad  
to fit this size (8.78 H X 5.54 W) 

 
Additional features: 

Link to business website— $ 15 
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Welcome Newest Affiliate! 

Scott Dahs 

(614) 329-7709 cell 

 

 

 

(419) 625-5787 or email Leslie@faor.com 
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Affiliate Advertising       

   Space Available 
Advertise Here! 

1/3 page ad $50.00  

for 2 months. Includes logo and 

contact information. Or if you have 

your own camera ready ad to fit  

this size. (2.86 H X 5.54 W) 

Link to business website $15.00 

Affiliate Advertising Space Available 

Advertise here. 

$75 for 1/2 page 

For 2 months. Includes logo and  
contact information,  

or if you have your own  
camera ready ad to  

fit this size (4.46 H X 5.54 W) 
 

Additional features: 
Link to business website— $ 15 
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Unlicensed Assistant Application 
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Do you have an Unlicensed 

Assistant? Are they using  

your username and password 

for working in the MLS?  This 

is a big no, no!  

As we are finding in these 

times there are more Teams 

with Unlicensed Assistants 

and Unlicensed Personal 

Assistants, and as you may 

be aware that password/

username sharing is prohibit-

ed and can incur a $1000.00 

Fine.  

We have come up with a solu-

tion to help with the need for 

the Unlicensed Assistants. We 

now have an application and 

process for these member 

types.  There is a nominal set-

up fee of $25 and a Fee of 

$100 per half year that is 

billed to the Agent/Team 

Leader.  

This does not affect the Main 

Office Assistant accounts that 

are FREE or the existing Unli-

censed Office Assistants.  

This form is also used for 

NEW Office Assistants. Each 

Office is allowed ONE Free 

Unlicensed Assistant (you can 

have more than one, but only 

one will be FREE). 

You can find the applications 

on  FAOR.com / Members / 

Applications / Firelands MLS 

Only Applications / Unli-

censed Assistant Application 

If you have any questions, 

please feel free to reach out!  

 

https://faor.com/applications/mls-applications/625-firelands-unlicensed-assistant-application/file.html
https://faor.com/applications/mls-applications/625-firelands-unlicensed-assistant-application/file.html
https://faor.com/applications/mls-applications/625-firelands-unlicensed-assistant-application/file.html
https://faor.com/applications/mls-applications/625-firelands-unlicensed-assistant-application/file.html


 

 
NEW! 

Page 22 

REALTOR® Insight 

 

M
L

S
 M

e
m

b
e

rs
h

ip
 N

e
w

s
! 

To better serve our Members 

we have created a Member-

ship Change form to be used 

whenever you have personal 

information to update that is 

not available to update on 

your Member Portal, and for 

Brokers to use for Agent 

Transfers.  

 

For Agents transferring with 

listings please include the 

NEW MLS Listing Transfer 

form.  

 

You can find both forms on 

Connect Dashboard in the 

Firelands Documents Mod-

ule / Administrative Forms 

or on FAOR.com / Mem-

bers / Forms /    Administra-

tive Forms. 

 

Email the filled out  Member-

ship Change Forms to 

Leslie@faor.com  



 

 
Welcome New Members! 

 

New Appraiser: 

Blevins Unlimited, LLC   Jacob Blevins 
 

New Affiliate Members: 

Rapid Mortgage   Scott Dahs 

First Federal Bank of Ohio  Michelle Jordan 
 

New REALTORS®: 

Isabelle Held           Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices—Professional Realty 

Randi Ramon           Coldwell Banker Routh Realty 

Stuart Wells            Keller Williams Chervenic Realty 

Patrick C. Spettel           RE/MAX Quality Realty 

Elizabeth Sexton           Century 21 Danhoff-Donnamiller 

Lauren Haker            Polter Real Estate 

Stacy Mowery            Key Realty 

Alyssa Recker            Howard Hanna  

Cierra Robinson           Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices—Professional Realty 

Alexandra Niedzwiecki           Simply Better Realty, LLC 

Ashley Hoffman           eXp Realty, LLC 

Erin Schmitz            Bonnigson & Associates 

David Hoty            Hoty Enterprises, Inc. 

 

New MLS Office: 

The Raines Group, Inc  Stephanie Masterson 

Redfin Co.    Brittany Bosch 

 

New MLS Only Members: 

Annette Foster   RE/MAX Preferred Associates 

Angie Griffiths   BHHS Professional Realty 

Shiv Patel   BHHS Professional Realty 

Edwin Huck   Keller Williams Citywide 

Tanas Wilcox   RE/MAX Crossroads Properties 

Jeffrey Strauch   Keller Williams Citywide 

Sandy Raines   The Raines Group, Inc. 

Elia Hughes   The Raines Group, Inc. 

Cail Courtney   The Danberry Company 

Anna Simpson   BHHS Professional 

Maria Comas   Keller Williams Legacy Group 

Christopher Moscarino  Keller Williams Elevate 

Kristina Fetterman  Howard Hanna 

Ronda Jedrzejek  Howard Hanna 

Kelli Weaver   Key Realty 

Marco Marinucci  Russell Real Estate 
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Members who 

have joined   

Between 

6/7/23—

10/26/23 



 

2024 Board Dues  
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Helpful Hints 

 

2024 Board Dues will be invoiced and emailed to all Board Mem-

bers on Friday, October 27th. If you do not receive your emailed 

invoice, don’t worry, your invoice will be viewable in the  Connect 

Dashboard module “Account Balance” Just click on “Pay Now” or 

you can log into your Member Portal to View your invoice and pay 

there. If you are set up for Auto Pay the payment will be pro-

cessed on 11/30. 

 

Board Dues are Due on 11/30/23, payments received after the 

due date will incur late fees.  

 

2024 Board Dues 
National Association of REALTORS (NAR)       $ 201.00 

Ohio REALTORS (OR)                   $ 295.00 

Firelands Association of REALTORS (FAOR)    $ 200.00 

Total Amount Due                $ 696.00 

Owner Name - Owners name 

is required to be disclosed on 

the listing. If owner has re-

quested that their name not be 

on the listing please contact the 

MLS office when entering the 

listing 

Held Status - If a listing cannot 

be shown for any reason, the 

listing must be in a Held sta-

tus.  “For Sale” Sign cannot be 

in yard. 

Multiple Areas - If you want to 

put a listing in more than one 

area, there is a $25 charge per 

area.  For listings entered more 

than once:  when sold...you 

only sell out one of the listings 

and cancel  the others. 

 

Monthly Broker Open - FREE 

First Tuesday of each 

month.  This is for open houses 

held on the first Tuesday - 

Please send information re-

garding the listing & time by the 

Friday before. Brokers Opens 

for any other time will cost 

$21.50 per ad. 

ShowingTime - For assistance 

please call 1.800.379.0057 or 

email    sup-

port@showingtime.com 

Primary Photo - In order to 

maintain consistency in the 

Service, primary photo as es-

tablished is the front view of the 

property. Any photo set as the 

primary photo for the property 

that is not the front view of the 

property will be removed. In the 

event of a home having two 

front views (i.e. water front 

home) the listing agent may 

choose which of the two views 

to use as primary. If the alter-

nate view is used as the prima-

ry, the photo of the front view of 

the property must be set in the 

second position. (Amended 

2/18) 

Kick Out Clause on Listing -

 These listings must be in a 

"Contingent" status....         Not 

Active 

If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact the 

MLS office at 419.625.3802 

mailto:support@showingtime.com?subject=support%20help
mailto:support@showingtime.com?subject=support%20help


 

FAOR.COM 

Insight 

Newsletters are now 

being emailed and 

available on 

FAOR.com/Member 

side. If you are not 

receiving the news-

letter please contact 

Leslie@FAOR.com  

Thank You! 

 

  The REALTOR® Insight is the official publi-

cation of the Firelands Association of REAL-

TORS®, 2710 Campbell Street, Sandusky, OH 

44870. 

The Firelands Association serves five coun-

ties: Erie, Huron, Ottawa, Sandusky and 

Seneca. 

OFFICERS     

David Amarante, President 
Jaime Polter, Vice-President 
Roseann Hickman, Secretary/Treasurer 
David W. Freitag, CEO 
 
DIRECTORS 

Janet Herzog -Past President  

Ellen Coffman (2023) 

Frank Corder  (2023) 

Vivian Benedict (2023 Huron Co. Appointed) 

Lisa Horman (2024) 

David Tully (2024) 

Carrie Jo Wahl (2024– Affiliate Seat) 

Barb Wildermuth (2025) 

Mallory Sykes (2025) 

Shannon Conine (2025) 

Mary Giles (2025) 

 

 

OBJECTIVE  

FAR’s REALTOR® Insight is published by and 

for the education information and benefit of 

its members and devoted to news of the real 

estate industry and other related and allied 

interest. 

Advertisements of general interest are ac-

cepted, but in no way should be construed as 

an endorsement by the Firelands Association 

of REALTORS®. FAR makes every effort to 

ensure the accuracy of the information pub-

lished but assumes no responsibility for dam-

ages due to  errors or omissions. 

All copies for publication should be sent to the 

Editor by the 20th of each month, rates avail-

able upon request. 

All copies submitted are subject to editing at 

the Editors discretion. 

Executive Officer/Publisher 

David Freitag, CEO                                         
E-mail:  David@faor.com 

MLS Coordinator 

Emily Schwerer 
E-mail:  Emily@faor.com 
 
 

 

Admin. Assistant/

Member Services/ News-

letter Editor 

Leslie Bixby                                                  
E-mail:  Leslie@faor.com 

For advertisement please Contact 
Leslie@faor.com 

We are required to maintain an  

active email address for each FAR 

member who uses our MLS sys-

tem.  This email address is updat-

ed in the National REALTOR 

database (NRDS) and also for our 

email blasts with important infor-

mation that goes out periodically. 

If you have changed your 

email address, have not 

received email from us in 

some time or just want to 

double check it, please con-

tact the Board Office at 419-

625.5787 or email your cur-

rent e-mail address to     

Leslie@faor.com 


